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ABSTRACT 

^ . This study compares oral language production with the 

written realization of this production for a group of white and a 
group of Negro second graders attending public schools in Austin and 
San Antonio, Texas, respectively. Oral language production was 
assessed using the Gloria and David Oral English test, an 
individually administered audiovisual repetition task. Children were 
selected from all second grade classrooms in five participating 
schools. The spelling test consisted of 15 words selected from the 
phonological assessment according to the criteria of (1) a total 
number of production differences of 10% or more for all subjects in 
both groups who attempted the word and (2) the word contained a 
feature previously published research indicated as being pronounced 
with a high frequency of divergence for groups of Negro and white 
residents of the region. Conclusions include; (1) The white children 
•were better able to produce the dialect of English presented by the 
model t^#n were tlte Negro children; (2) Pronunciation differences 
which existed for the- Negro pupils included those that existed for 
the white pupils; (3) A number of Negro pupils had the production 
capability for many di ?tlect f eatures of standard English ; ( 4) The 

overall spelling performance of the wjiite pupils was more rational 
thap that of the Negro pupils. (Author/CK) 
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PREFACE 



This study by Richard E. Sullivan explores new 
territory involving the effect of linguistic differences 
in oral language on other areas of the language arts, in 
this case, spelling. With the rich data base made avail- 
able through Mr. Sullivan’s efforts, suggested instruc- 
tional prescriptions may now be tested in order to provide 
individual pupils with linguistic alternatives which could 
result in the improvement of spelling correctness. Repli- 
cation of the study in modified form, e.g. , the development 
of multiple spelling tests, each based upon an oral linguis- 
tic variation that makes a difference in correct spelling, 
appears to be one next step. 

Thomas D. Horn 

i 

July 221, 1971 
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C H A PTE R 



I 

INTRODUCTION TO THE PROBLEM 



The past decade has witnessed a great deal of 
federally supported research undertaken in an attempt to 
understand and improve the educational performance of 
children whose sociocultural heritage differs from their 
white middle- c las s peers. The orientation of these pro- 
grams has been largely reflective of the deficit viewpoint 
which holds that poor educational performance is the re- 
sult of impoverished preschool environments causing, in 
part, underdeveloped language systems which severely handi- 
cap the child in the highly verbal school setting. While 
the nature and; extent of unsuccessful school experiences 
for these children has been well documented, only?. very 
recently has social science research been undertaken to 
determine the causes of failure. According to a growing 
number of observers, this research has done little more 
than highlight those aspects of the whole child which devi- 
ate from the normative sociocultural behaviors of the 
white middle-class , 1 

1 Stephen S. Baratz and Joan C. Baratz, " Early 
Childhood Intervention: The Social Science Base of 




The oral nature of language acquisition is uni- 
versal, proceeding from the selective acquirement of pho- 
nemes (speech sounds), through the complex arrangement 
of phonemes into syntactic (sentence patterns) which con- 



vey meaning to all members sharing the linguistic system. 
The Negro child differs from his peer in other minority 
groups, for those who hold the deficit position* in that 
his language community is viewed as being monolingual 
English, but a substandard, lazy, or underdeveloped vari- 



ety. 1 In contrast, linguistic research, which has. gen-' 
e rally been associated with the "difference position, " has 
established that the language of the Negro child is sys- 



tematic, rule governed, developmental in nature and pri- 
marily the result of sociocultural factors. .One outgrowth 
of this deficit /difference controversy, orientations, seen 
by some as too? simplistic, is an emerging bicultural model 
for examining the entire Negro experience. 2 The integrity 



In- Institutional Racism," Harvard Educational Review. 40 
(February, 1970), 29-51. ~ 

lThese observations have been described and 
criticized. See, Kenneth S. Goodman, ’'Dialect Barriers to 
Reading Comprehension" in Joan C. Baratz and Roger W. 

Shuy (Eds, )y Teaching Black Children to Read (Washington. 
D.C.: Center for Applied Linguistics, 1969), pp. 14-29. 

2 Charles A. Valentine, "Deficit, Difference, 
and Bi- Cultural Models of Afro-American Behavior," Harvard 
Educational Review . 41 (May, 1971 V 157-158 “ 
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of any language system goes unquestioned so long as the 
language communities are intact and exist apart from 
others . 

School entrance marks the confluence of differ- 
ing language communities- -the degree of confluence, in 
part, a function of the integration of social and ethnic 
groups at the peer and, to a lesser extent, teacher level; 
in addition is the almost immediate and universal exposure 
to the language of basal readers— a language at variance 
that of standard speakers, not to mention the many 
groups of nonstandard speakers. Whether these children 
are considered culturally deficient or different, the 
school views their sociocultural experience as either im- 
peding or preventing success, and functions to remediate 
def iciences and eradicate differences . 1 As has been sug- 
gested by Cuban, incomplete knowledge by professional 
educators of the language and life experiences of children 
can have a deleterious effect upon the child as the learner 
and the community as supporters of the schools . 2 



1 Ibid . . p. 146, 



X 



2 Larry Cuban, "Teacher and Community," Harvard 
Educational Review . 5 9 ( Spring y 1969), 253-272. 






Importance of the Study 

Language is symbolic and the primary expressive 
mode is oral. The graphic representation of the symbols 
is also expressive, but is considered by students of lan- 
guage to be a secondary mode. As communication, .language 
processing may be conceived in two ways: (l) decoding, 

the process of receiving and processing language presented 
in either the primary or secondary mode; and (2) encoding, 
the process of expressive language behavior occurring in 
either the primary or secondary mode. Nonverbal communi-. 
cation is excluded for purposes of this discussion. 

While discussion continues relating to the causes 
and implications of variant forms of language for the 
speaker and the listener as well as the relationships of 
these modes to the decoding process, relatively little 
attention has been focused upon language Variation and 
orthography from an encoding standpoint. The requirement 
for accurate spelling has long been a societal demand of 
the schools; indeed, concern for correct spelling has 
been manifest for many centuries. Some of the earliest 
educational research was concerned with the specifications 
and impact of time allocated for spelling instruct ion. 




While interest as measured by 



research productivity has 



waxed and waned during the twentieth century, the majority 
of papers have focused upon various aspects of i istruc- 
tion, word selection, the nature of error and the phys i - 

ology and psychology of spelling including correlates of 
achievement. 

The past ten years has seen an increase in re- 
search dealing with the English writing system as it cor- 
responds to the oral mode. This research has dealt with 
standard English and the educational impact vis-a-vis 
spelling instruction has resulted in a trend away from 
social utilitarian word selection toward word selection 
based upon linguistic principles. This study deals with 
pronunciation and spelling for monolingual English speak- 
ers, who reside in a geographic region having distinct 
phonological characteristics, but who participate in an 
educational experience which for the most part makes little 
provision for these characteristics. - 

While the controversy over viewing nonstandard 
language as a difference or a deficit is unresolved, the 



fact remains that instruction in the school setting is 
c ont i nu ins with i n complete know ledge of the interactions 
between the language of the learner and specific school- 




Statement of the Problem 



This study deals empirically with certain rela 



tionships between selected phonolgoical features and their 
graphic realization for a group of second grade children 
enrolled in public schools in San Antonio and Austin, 
Texas, respectively. The San Antonio pupils included were 
.Negro, and the Austin pupils were white. Pronunciation 
and spelling comparisons have been made within and between 
groups. Relationships among selected variables, phono- 
logical differences, and spelling deviations have been 
examined. A detailed description of the variables and 
the procedures employed is found in Chapter Three. 

Hypotheses 




1. How do the groups of children compare on the 

variables of race, sex, age, phonological dif- 
ferences and spelling deviations? 



2 . How do the groups compare on the? variables of 



race, sex, age, omitted words and irrat ional 



words ? 
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3 . 



What are the type (rational and irrational) af 
spelling deviation within groups, amd how do 
these compare between groups? 

4. What are the differences among selected phono- 
logical differences and spelling deviations be- 
tween groups? 

5. What are the differences among selected phono- 
logical differences and spelling deviations within, 
groups ? 



Inst rumentat ion 



"• ' 



The instrument used for the phonological assess- 
ment was the Gloria and David Oral English test. Develo- 
oped by Language. Arts Inc. , Austin, Texas, it has been 
used in assessing the oral language of Negro children in 
the Northeast, Appalachian whites in West Virginia, Nava- 
hos in New Mexico, Acadians in Louisiana, Choctaw Indians 
in Mississippi, Mexican- Americans and Negroes in Texas 
and migrant Mexicans in Indiana. ^ The test is a sentence 



■‘•Conversation with Mr. William R. Devine, Presi- 
Language Arts, Inc. , March 1 2, 1971; the Gloria and 

“ v: test was adapted from the Gloria and 

English series. Part No. 6, copyright 
* ‘ Austin i 




repetition task consisting of forty sentences and twenty 
illustrations, one for every two sentences. 

The spelling instrument was developed from an 
analysis of the oral language assessment. Fifteen words 
were selected on the 'basis of the frequency of phonologi- 
cal differences for "both groups. Discussion of adminis- 
tration and scoring for both instruments is found in Chap- 
ter Three . 



Definition of Terms Used 

Dialect : This term has been defined by Loban 

as : 

differing ways of speaking a language . . . yet 

differences are not so great that persons using 
ferent dialects cannot communicate. 1 

While -the term has come to have sociocultural connotations 
for many, its use in this study will reflect the above 
definition. 

Decoding : The process of obtaining meaning 

from spoken or written language. The primary mode is 
oral and the secondary mode is visual. 



■'■Waiter Loban. Problems in Oral English . Research 
Report NO. 5, National Council of Teachers of English, 

1966, p. 1 




the 

dif- 



Pipthongizat ion : The process by which a vowel 

sound is significantly altered during production so as 
to result in a combination of vowel or vowel plus semi- 
vowel sounds. 

Encoding ; The process of transmitting meaning 
either by speaking or writing. The primary m|de is oral 

and the secondary mode is visual. '» 

P 

1 

Gra pheme ; A minimum graphic representation of 
a speech sound (a,, ji, ph . th ) . 

Phoneme : The smallest unit of sound distin- 
guishing utterances ( /b/> /p /, /©/) . 

Standard English : For purposes of this study, 

standard English is defined as that variety of English 
not having regional reference* e.g., the variety of Eng- 
lish spoken by network radio and television newscasters. 




CHAPTER 



X I 



REVIEW OF SELECTED LITERATURE 



Oral Language Development 



While the term "language" has been defined in 
various ways, McDavid’s was deemed appropriate for this 
study: 



Language is a System of arbitrary vocal signals by 
which a social group cooperate and interact and trans- 
mit their culture. 1 



This sociocultural definition stands in contrast to the 
following definition by Thomas which places language within 
the 'context of symbolic logic: 

A language consists of a set of sentences formulated 
from a set of elements, according to a set of oper- 
ations, that obey a set of laws. 2 



American 

15. 



1 Raven I. McDavid, "The Cultural Matrix of 
English," Elementary English . 42 (January, 1965), 



2 Owen Thomas, "Competence and Performance in 
Language" in Alexander Frazier ( Ed . ) , Mew Directions in 
Elementary English ( Champaign, 111. : National Council 

of Teachers in English, 1967) , p. 89. 
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Both definitions include that aspect of language under 
consideration in this study, i.e. --sound characteristics. 
Neither one states explicitly that language is more than 
a tool for carrying on the affairs of organized socie- 
ties, for, as Fishman stated: 



Language, itself, is content, a referent for loyal- 
ties and animosities, an indicator of social statuse 
and personal relationships, a marker of situations 
and topics as well as of the societal goals and the 
large-scale value-laden areas of interaction that 
typify every speech community. 1 



Research conducted with monolingual English 



speakers during the past forty years points to the fact 
that the normally developing child enters school with an 
oral language system containing the , majority of the sound 
® ^ dpal , and lexical features of his speech community 
e ss e “- t ia 1 f ° r c ommunic at i on, and that t h is a cq ui sit ion is 



patter n e^d and complete 'between seven and eight years of 



age 



Differences 



in the age of maturity of articulation 



1 Joshua A. Fishman, Sociolinguistics. A Brief 
Introduction (Rowley, Mass.: Newbury House Publishers, 
no copywrite dat’e), p. 1. 



2 Irene Pool, .’'Genetic Development of Art icula- 
Pp n s onant So und s i n ? Sp eech. " Elementary Englis h 



tipn of ^ ^ 

Review , 11 ■ ( June, 1934), 159-61; Mildred C, 

t a i n Language Ski 1 Is in Children . Uni vers ity of Minheeot a 



T e mp 1 i n , Cer - 



. 
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